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ment of the Persian empire: and here they showed
indeed, that wisdom is not the only qualification of
a prince; that there is another thing requisite,
which though it is but trifling indeed among the
moderns, was an essential among the ancients, who
found, that to make a good governor, it was requi-
site that he should not only be a wise man, but an
honest man; and in defect of this qualification, the
Persians cut the throats of all the magi, to whom
they had committed the government of the country;
for though they were all philosophers, and wise
men, yet, as fame hands it down to us,, they did not
find one honest man among them.

These magi are called by some, priests, by others
philosophers, by others astrologers; it is certain
they foretold things to come, or, at least, made the
people believe so; as in the case of the queen of
Persia, mother of king Sapores. The Persians, it
seems, were in great perplexity for want of a king,
(there were no pretenders at that time to put in
their claim,) a thing which very seldom happens in
our times; the nobility being assembled, in order
to consider of a nomination, the magi sent them
word that they should not proceed, for that the
queen dowager was with child, and would bring
forth a prince, who should be a mighty king, and
do great things for the honour of his country.

Upon this their consultations broke off, and with
great joy they sent for the queen, and laying the
crown upon her belly, they solemnly crowned the
embryo, gave it the title of king, and saluted it king
by the name of Sapor, or Sapores ; all which came
to pass ; and yet I may say all this might come to
pass, and no great matter owing to the prophetic
knowledge of the magi; for the queen, loath to have
a king chosen too soon, before she knew how it was
with her, might venture to say she was with child,
or, at least, get the priests, the magi, to say so for